Project to Properly Display Coal Found in the External Coal Chute at 
the Jones House in Pontiac, Illinois 


Project Problem Definition: 


In the Summer of 2022, I repaired the external coal chute on the northeast corner of the Jones House at 
314 E. Madison Street in Pontiac, Illinois. The brick walls that formed the coal chute were in danger of 
collapsing. 


Before I could repair the coal chute, I had to clean out all the debris that had accumulated at the bottom 
of the coal chute. When I got to the bottom of the coal chute, I found remnants of the last coal that was 
burned to heat the house. In Central Illinois, coal was phased out in the late 1950s and usually replaced 
by natural gas furnaces. 


Since this is a historic home built in 1858 and on the National Register of Historic Places, I thought it 
would be neat to save some of this coal and then display it inside the Jones House. I filled up a 
McDonald's Styrofoam coffee cup with some of the coal from the bottom of the chute. 


The next question in the project was how to properly display the coal. 
Coal is very dirty and it should be stored in a relatively sealed container. 
The container needed to be clear so people could easily see the coal. 


The container might get dropped on the floor, so a plastic bottle might be a better option than a glass 
container. 


A nice looking sign is needed that is readable and will last indefinitely. 

Options Considered: 

A plastic bottle was selected versus a glass container. 

A clear plastic orange juice container was selected for this project. The bottle was soaked in soap and 
warm water for several hours to remove the label. After the label was removed, the glue was still left on 


the bottle. 


A Google search suggested using WD-40 to remove the label glue without scratching the plastic bottle. 
WD-40 was used and it worked very well. 


The proper label was another challenge. A paper label will quickly discolor over time. 


A plastic label was designed using the web site https://www.plaquemaker.com. The cost of the label 
was $23.00. The label was 2” high and 3” wide. 


The last remaining problem was how to attach the plastic label to the plastic jug. Tape was an option, 
but all tape eventually fails and the label would all off. Pop rivets were considered, but the walls of the 
plastic jug were so thin that this might be a problem. A pull chain was considered, but there was not 
good way to attach the pull chain to the jug. 


The option selected was to purchase a 3 foot long section of small diameter of “all thread” rod and cut 
2 pieces 4.25 inches long. Two holes were drilled in the plastic label. Acorn nuts were used on the front 
to look more decorative. The bolts should hold the label to the jug forever. 


Finished Project 


Coal found in 
xterior coal chute. 
2022 


Closing Thoughts on This Project 
The Docents that give the public tours of the Jones House were very happy with the new display. 
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